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street & number not for publication
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____ See continuation sheet.
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National Register
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Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
___ bprivate

public-local
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Category of Property (Check only one box)
building(s)
X district
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structure
object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

_41 _ _26__ buildings
_ 3 __2__ sites

12 _ 0__ structures
_ 0 __0__ objects
_56__ _28 Total
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Register __ N/A



Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part
of a multiple property listing.) N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: _ DOMESTIC Sub: __ Camp
__DOMESTIC __Hotel
__SOCIAL : __Clubhouse

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: _ DOMESTIC Sub: _ Camp
__VACANT/NOT IN USE __Leases on all but a few properties
terminated 12/31/92. In NPS
owership.

7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
_LATE 19TH/EARLY 20TH CENTURY--Vacation Cabins
_EARLY 20TH CENTURY--Hotel (venacular)

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation __ STONE/CONCRETE/WOOD
roof _ METAL/ASPHALT SHINGLE
walls _WOOD/WEATHERBOARD
_WOOD/L0G
other STONE and CONCRETE
BRICK

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the
property on one or more continuation sheets.)



8. Statement of Significance
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criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing)

X A Property is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in
our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type,
period, or method of construction or represents the work of a
master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

x I
Q

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important
in prehistory or history.

|

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
removed from its original location.

a birthplace or a grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object,or structure.

a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the
past 50 years.
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Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
-~Architecture
__Entertainment/Recreation

Period of Significance __1908 to 1940

Significant Dates

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
N/A

Cultural Affiljiation




Architect/Builder

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property
on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one
or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

___ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
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previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

——
——
——

Primary Location of Additional Data
State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency

Federal agency
Local government
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Other

Name of repository:

X

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _516 approx.

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

_X _ See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a
continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation
sheet.)
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name/title_ Phillip Thomason/Dr. Michael Ann Williams.__Revised by L. Brown,
SE. Regional Off.

organization_Thomason and Assoc. National Park Sv.date_ April and July 1993
PO Box 121225 75 Spring St. SW
street & number telephone
Nashville, TN. 37212
city or town_ Atlanta, state_GA. zip code _30303

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage
Or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
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street & number telephone

city or town state zip code
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SUMMARY

The Elkmont Historic District is located in southwest Sevier County, Tennessee
within the boundary of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. The Elkmont
Historic District contains two hotel buildings, a social clubhouse, and more
than sixty dwellings and outbuildings. With the exception of two 19th century
cabins, the majority of the contributing properties were built during the early
20th century. The dwellings are of log and frame construction and are located
in two major areas: the Appalachian Club and the Wonderland Club. At the
Appalachian Club are forty-seven cabins and various outbuildings constructed
primarily between 1910 and 1930. The twelve buildings remaining at the
Wonderland Club were all built between 1913 and 1928. Located between these two
areas is the Elkmont Campground which contains nineteen buildings and three
structures built after 1950.

Elkmont is located in the valley of the Little River and elevations range from
2,100 to 2,400 feet above sea level. Surrounding Elkmont are heavily forested
mountains rising to more than 3,000 feet. Buildings are located primarily along
or near the Little River and its tributary, Jakes Creek. Elkmont is reached by
a paved road off Scenic Route 73.

Of the sixty-seven buildings located at the Appalachian Club and Wonderland
Club, forty-one are considered contributing to the character of the district.
Also at these two locations are twelve contributing structures and three
contributing and two non-contributing sites.

ARCHITECTURAL OVERVIEW

Permanent Anglo-American occupation of Sevier County occurred during the late
18th century. The Treaty of Dumplin Creek in 1785 resulted in the ceding of
land within Sevier County by the Cherokee, and settlement began to take place
in mountain valleys and coves. By the mid-19th century, a series of farms were
located along the Little River and its tributaries. 1In the Jakes Creek area
much of the land was owned by the Owenby and Trentham families who farmed its
fertile bottomlands. These and other families built single and double-pen log
dwellings at various locations which were the center of subsistence farms.
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The creation of Great Smoky Mountains National Park resulted in the demolition
of almost all of these 19th century farm dwellings. Two, however, were
incorporated into the Appalachian Club development: the Avent Cabin built
ca.1845 and the Levi Trentaham Cabin built ca. 1830. The Avent Cabin was built
by the Owenby family and was originally part of a small farmstead along Jakes
Creek. The property was purchased in 1918 by Frank Avent, and he remodeled the
cabin into its present form in 1926. Several barns and other outbuildings
originally stood at this location, but only the cabin itself survives. The
Trentham Cabin originally stood in the upper area of Jakes Creek, but was
dismantled and moved to the Appalachian Club about 1932. The cabin was moved
behind Cabin 7 and has been used for the past sixty years as a guest cottage.
The cabin is a single-pen log dwelling which was extensively remodeled following
its move.

With the exception of the Avent and Levi Trentham Cabins, the properties at
Elkmont were built after 1910. The Appalachian Club was created in 1910 and
many of the cabins along Jakes Creek were built over the next decade. The first
section of the Wonderland Hotel was built in 1912 and most of the adjacent
cabins were built during the teens and twenties. The last major area of
construction was the acreage along the Little River owned by Mrs. Alice
Townsend. Those cabins were built following the removal of the railroad in 1926
and are considered part of the Appalachian Club.

The lumber camp and community of Elkmont was located on the east side of Little
River between the Appalachian Club and the Wonderland Club properties. The camp
was built by the Little River Lumber Company in 1908 and by the 1920s consisted
of several dozen dwellings, a few commercial buildings, a school and two
churches. After the Great Smoky Mountains National Park was established all
these buildings were either razed or moved. No above ground resources
associated with the lumber camp or community of Elkmont were identified in this
study. The area is presently encompassed by the Elkmont Campground created in
the 1950s.

The builders of the Elkmont Cabins included carpenters employed by the Little
River Lumber Company and area residents such as "Uncle" Levi Trentham. At least
two cabins (numbers 5 and 7) are believed to have originally been built as
section or "set" houses for workers on the railroad. These houses were built
in three sections, transported on railroad flatcars, and "set" down adjacent to
the railroad to provide housing for the workers. These two cabins are believed
to have been purchased by the original owners and placed on their lots.
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At least two cabins have been attributed to local builder, "Uncle" Levi
Trentham. Levi Trentham owned a farm in the upper reaches of Jakes Creek and
was a neighbor to the club property for many years. Following his death his
cabin was purchased and moved to the Appalachian Club about 1932. Trentham is
the presumed builder of Cabin 31 and Cabin 25, the Matthews and Franklin Cabins,
and may be responsible for the construction of other buildings at Elkmont.!
Several accounts describe property owners employing "local carpenters," and
Trentham may be one of the individuals so identified. Accounts also suggest
that some cabins were built by carpenters brought in from Knoxville by the
property owners.

The building forms and plans at Elkmont are representative of vernacular designs
typical of the early 20th century. Represented at Elkmont are Pyramid Square,
Gabled Ell, Single-pen, and Double-pen. The larger buildings of the Wonderland
Hotel and Annex, and Appalachian Clubhouse are typical of vernacular hotel and
social buildings of the early 20th century.

The majority of buildings in the Wonderland and Appalachian Club complexes were
built between 1910 and 1930. Most dwellings are of balloon frame construction
with exteriors of board and batten, weatherboard, and drop siding. The majority
were built with the exterior siding applied directly to the studs and framing
system. In recent decades a number of these dwellings have had the interior
walls finished with drywall or sheet rock panels

Common features include exterior wall chimneys of concrete and river stone;
foundations of fieldstone, wood posts on poured concrete or fieldstone, or
concrete block; and gable or hipped roofs. Most roofs appear to have been
metal and a few of the cabins still retain their original roofs. However, most
of the cabins have replacement metal roofs or roofs of asphalt shingles.

The cabins display a wide variety of exterior wall finishes. At the Appalachian
Club the most common exterior siding is board and batten. Of the fifty-six
buildings in this area, twenty-seven have this exterior siding material. Twelve
cabins have weatherboard siding, and six are of log construction or have log
cores. The remaining eight cabins have a combination of these three exteriors.
Four others were rebuilt in 1974 after burning down. Of the twelve buildings

1. Interview by Phil Thomason with C.L. Matthews and Larry
Franklin,, Elkmont, October 19, 1992.
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in the Wonderland Club area, two have board and batten siding, one has cedar
shingles, and four have weatherboard siding. The remaining five have post-1940
wood siding materials. The early 20th century log cabins at Elkmont have unhewn
logs with concrete chinking. Logs are joined by some form of notching and were
left in an unpainted and natural condition. The construction of Cabin 19 in the
Appalachian Club area is typical of the log buildings.

The primary use of stone, brick, and concrete at Elkmont can be found in
chimneys, foundations, and retaining walls. More than fifty of the cabins have
chimneys constructed of concrete and cobblestones, also referred to as rubble,
fieldstone, and river stone. These were widely used due to their availability
from the nearby Little River and its tributaries. The varying sizes of these
stones allowed for a variety of construction uses such as walls and chimneys.
Most stones in the buildings are rounded with edges smoothed from water erosion.
A common form of construction was to layer stones with a layer of concrete to
create irregular horizontal bands.

Porches are integral elements to the majority of the Elkmont cabins. The
outdoor recreational nature of the area resulted in the construction of large
one-story porches on many of the cabins for socialization and relaxation. The
wraparound porch at the Wonderland Hotel is the most obvious example of this
recreational emphasis, and many cabins have porches on both the main and
secondary facades.

Porches can be found on nearly all the Elkmont cabins. On primary facades,
porches are generally partial width or full width with square columns and wood
railings. The use of unhewn logs is evident at a number of cabins such as
Cabins 1 and 18. A few dwellings display cobblestone and concrete construction
in the porch piers and porch railings. A good example is the Moore Cabin in the
Wonderland complex. It has a low railing of stacked river stones and concrete.

At many of the cabins, exposure to the area’s high rainfall has resulted in the
deterioration of porch components such as roofs, railings, columns and floors.
This has necessitated porch rebuilding including replacement of these
components. In many cases replacement has been sympathetic to the character of
the cabins through the use of square wood columns, railings of square balusters,
and wood floors that are compatible with the original design. 1In several cases,
however, replacement has included expansion or partial infill of the original
porch. Much of this replacement and extension of porches appears to have
occurred in the early seventies when cabin leases were renewed.
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The majority of the Elkmont properties retain their original entrance doors.
Most of these are stock wood paneled doors of four-, five-, or six-panel design.
An example of a four-panel door is at Cabin 5 which has four raised panels.
Other popular door types found at Elkmont are cross-panel doors and single light
glass and wood doors. Only a few cabins have had the original primary entrance
doors removed and replaced with modern glass and/or wood solid core doors. The
majority of doors on secondary and rear entrances are also original paneled wood
design.

A wide variety of window designs are present at Elkmont including casement,
sliding, and double-hung. The most common are casement window variations which
can be found on the majority of the cabins. Sliding track windows are usually
arranged in pairs or larger groups and move horizontally in grooves or between
runners. Double hung sash were also widely used, especially for the larger
cabins and on primary facades. The Wonderland Hotel is primarily composed of
original one over one double-hung sash windows. In several cabins window
replacement has required retrofitting of window surrounds to accommodate the new
window size. The Faust Cabin is an example of this.

The majority of the interiors of the cabins retain their original design, plan,
and detailing. Most of these share similar characteristics in their arrangement
and use of materials. The largest rooms are those used for communal living
space such as living rooms and dining rooms. These are rooms which generally
feature fireplace openings and surrounds. Bedrooms are dgenerally small with
room only for a bed, dresser or bureau, and a few chairs or a table. Kitchen
areas are usually in rear wings or ells off the back of the dwelling and are
also often small in comparison with the living or dining rooms.

The "rustic" nature of the cabins was accented through the use of exposed wood
ceilings, wood walls, and floors. The focal point for most cabins was the large
stone surrounds at the fireplace openings. This feature is common to the
majority of the Elkmont cabins, the Wonderland Hotel Annex, and the Appalachian
Club. In recent decades some cabins have had the interiors remodeled with
modern materials such as plywood, wood paneling, carpeting, and acoustical tile
ceilings. About twenty of the cabins appear to have been remodeled in this
fashion.

The construction of the Wonderland Hotel and Annex between 1912 and 1928
followed vernacular hotel designs of the period. By the early 1900s at least
ten major hotels operated in the mountains areas of Blount and Sevier counties.
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Historic photographs show that most were of frame construction or two to three
stories in height, and built with large porches on one or more facades.?
These buildings lacked decorative detailing. Other mountain hotels exhibiting
this type of construction were at Tremont, Line Springs, Henderson Springs, and
Dupont Springs.

The Wonderland Hotel and Annex are of frame construction with hipped roofs and
weatherboard siding. The Wonderland has a one-story porch which wraps around
three facades of the building. The building has interior brick chimneys and a
large fireplace in the social room. The Annex has similar construction with a
large stone chimney on an exterior wall, and one-story porches adjacent to its
social room.

The original Appalachian Clubhouse was also a frame vernacular design of the
period with large porches. It burned in the early 1930s and was replaced with
the present structure in 1934. The present clubhouse is of frame construction
with a large porch on the east side. The interior has two large stone
fireplaces in the social room along with exposed ceiling beams and paneled
walls.

During the twenties and early thirties, cabins continued to be constructed. The
cabins built after 1928 along the Little River Road are similar in style to
earlier ones in design, detailing, and materials. The last cabin to be built at
Elkmont during this period was the Cambier Cabin which was completed in 1940.

In addition to the cabins, a number of outbuildings were also constructed at
Elkmont. These include guest cottages, servants’ quarters, wood sheds and
garages. A fine example of a servants’ quarters is located at the rear of Cabin
7 in the Appalachian Club area. This one-story frame building housed servants
who stayed with the family during the summer season.’ Frame garages were built
adjacent to Cabin 40, the Murphy Cabin, and the Faust Cabin.

The creation of Great Smoky Mountains National Park and the acquisition of the
lands and buildings at Elkmont ended the sale of lots at the Wonderland and
Appalachian Club complexes. Little new construction occurred at Elkmont over

2, sevier County Saga, Bicentennial Committee of Sevier County,
1976, n.p.

3. Interview by Phil Thomason with Dale Mayo, Elkmont,
October 19, 1992.
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the next several decades. A fire in 1974 resulted in the destruction of four
cabins in the Appalachian Club area. New cabins (Numbers 12, 14, 16, and 17)
were constructed on these lots in 1974 and 1975. These are the most recent
buildings in either the Wonderland or Appalachian Club areas.

Many of the cabins in the Elkmont District are examples of Craftsman or
Craftsman-influenced designs. The Craftsman movement in America is an outgrowth
of the English Arts and Crafts movement. In the United States it flourished from
the turn of the century until about 1930. It emphasized interiors that were
functional with rooms directly connected to each other. Numerous windows and
front or side porches created a continuity between the house and its
surroundings. The buildings carried out this theme of harmony with nature
through the use of natural readily available materials in construction.

Fireplaces and dormers are other features of Craftsman design. Landscape
features such as walks or paths, simple entry gates, or walls of stone were used
to emphasize the link between the structure and its surroundings. Closely

associated with bungalows in urban and suburban areas, these same design
elements were found in summer or vacation cottages.

In the Appalachian Club portion of the Elkmont Historic District low rock walls
line both sides of Jakes Creek Road and gravel paths lead from openings in the
walls to the front porches of the cottages. In other locations stone walls
delineate the boundaries between the small lots. Cabins along Little River have
decks and patios adjacent to the river with simple gates of wood and stone along
the road. Stone steps lead up from the road to the Wonderland Hotel. The
cabins or cottages in Elkmont have large fireplaces and chimneys built of
cobblestone or river rock in the largest or central room with other rooms
leading off from it.

In recent decades, alterations and additions to the majority of the Elkmont
properties have consisted primarily of enclosing or extending porches and adding
rooms or wings to the side and rear facades. More than half of the properties
retain most of their overall historic design and detailing. Of the sixty-seven
buildings at Elkmont, twenty-six are considered to no longer retain integity.

Individual Property Descriptions

The following description and assessment of individual structures within the
Elkmont Community is based on an architectural and historical survey by Thomason
and Associates, Preservation Planners of Nashville, Tennessee, a separate but
similar survey by preservation professionals of the National Park Service, and
a structural analysis of each building by architects and engineers from
Tennessee Valley Authority. See attached maps for locations of buildings.
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APPALACHIAN CLUB TOWN

Cabin # 1, Sneed Cabin. One and a half story log dwelling with front porch and
gabled roof located on quarter-acre lot. The fireplace and chimney are built
of cobblestone and concrete. Built in a gabled ell plan ca. 1910 the building
appears to be relatively original. At the roofline is a gable dormer with
paired four light casement windows and wood shingle siding. On the north side
is a one story log kitchen wing added about 1948. The foundation of wood posts
on stacked fieldstone, the log walls chinked with grout, and porches are in good
condition needing replacement of 20 percent or less of existing materials. The
roof will need replacement in the next several years. The building has retained
its integrity and is a contributing element. The most notable landscape feature
is a stone retaining wall along the road in front of the property.

Cabin # 2, Smith Cabin. Original core of this cabin was a square block with
pyramid roof constructed ca 1910. Present roof is metal standing seam. Siding
is board and batten. There is an interior brick chimney. On the main or east
facade there is a shed roof porch that was rebuilt in 1970. The north part of
the porch has screen panels while the remaining portion is open. The shed roof
screened porch on the rear of the building is on concrete block piers. It
appears the building may have housed two families based on two front entry doors
and interior arrangement of rooms. A gravel walk leads up from the stone wall
across the front of the lot to the porch. There is some settlement of the
building mostly at the rear. The floor on the rear porch is rotten and will
need to be replaced. Some of the front porch has been replaced and about half
will need replacement. The building has retained sufficient integrity and is
considered to be a contributing element.

Cabin # 3, Higdon Cabin. A one story frame dwelling with a gable roof of
standing seam on a third of an acre. The exterior is board and batten. Built
about 1910 the building has retained much of its original appearance. The
foundation is stone and concrete. There is an interior brick chimney. There
is a full width porch across the front that was rebuilt about 1980. On the rear
is a large ell with gable roof and board and batten siding. There is obvious
settlement leading to uneven interior floors, exterior walls that lean out at
the top. The roof sags along the ridge line. The building is considered a
contributing element of the district. A stone retaining wall is along the road
in front of the building.

Cabin # 4, Swan Cabin. One story frame dwelling with gable roof and horizontal
lap siding on a half-acre lot. There is a cobblestone and concrete chimney.
The cabin has a wrap around porch that is a recent addition (ca. 1970). A side
addition that dominates the main facade has changed the appearance of the
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building. It appears that additions have been added to additions. There are
a number of concrete block piers placed beneath the building, however the
foundation is out of plumb resulting in obvious sagging and settlement of the
floor. Rafters are rotten and broken in the roof requiring an estimated 50 of
60 percent replacement. The Swan cabin is a non-contributing element because
of loss of original appearance. A stone retaining wall runs parallel to the
road.

Cabin # 5, Addicks. Building rests on a stone foundation. It is a one-story
frame rectangular dwelling with drop siding and a gable roof. There is an
interior concrete block chimney. On the front is a shed roof porch that has
been altered by the addition of beadboard to the beltline. On the rear is a
shed roof wing built in the 1930s with board and batten siding. The walls and
floor show signs of settlement and the roof sags with a poor connection with the
rear porch. Building was moved from town of Elkmont and is an example of the
set houses moved from one location to another by railroad.

Ten feet north of the cabin is a one-story playhouse built of unhewn logs with
saddle notching and concrete chinking. The building has a gable roof and a
stone and concrete exterior chimney. At the southeast corner is a shed roof
addition with board and batten siding. Named "Adamless Eden" the playhouse was
built in 1921. Both buildings are considered contributing elements to the
historic district. A stone retaining wall runs parallel to the road in front
of the main cabin.

Cabin # 6, Creekmore. The building originally rested on timber posts which have
been reinforced by concrete blocks. It is a one story frame structure with
board and batten siding and a gable roof on a half acre-lot. A gravel walk
leads up from the stone wall along the road. The interior chimney is built of
cobblestone and concrete. On the front, east side, is a full width porch that
was added or rebuilt in 1975. At the north end of the porch is a recent
addition (ca 1970). On the south is a shed roof wing built about 1980 and on
the west or back is a wood deck constructed at the same time. The additions are
finished with a mixture of board and batten, Tl1-11 (exterior plywood), and
horizontal lap siding. Structurally the building is in poor condition--some
foundation piers may be moved by hand, older exterior walls have rot, there is
evidence that the roof leaks, and some of the original plank roofing appears to
be rotten. Despite the modern additions and its strurctural condition the cabin
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